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NIGEL PRATT 
Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [10.15 pm]: Tonight I wanted to make a few comments about our 
former Clerk, Nigel Pratt. As members would know, last Thursday, 31 March was Nigel’s final day of employment 
working for this chamber. We know that he was here for an extended period of time. I wanted to talk a little about 
his history here. Prior to commencing his employment with the Legislative Council in March 1999, he worked as 
a lawyer in private practice for about a decade. When he commenced employment here, he started as an advisory 
officer in the Legislative Council committee office. He worked primarily on the Joint Standing Committee on 
Delegated Legislation, which, as we know, is one of the busiest committees in this Parliament, even today. One of 
the many significant inquiries he was involved in was the inquiry into drug testing under the harness racing rules 
and the common law damages claims under the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Amendment Regulations 
(No. 11) 1999. Nigel became the Clerk Assistant (House) in 2002. In that role, he helped to organise the historic 
Kalgoorlie regional sitting of the Legislative Council in September 2004. I think there are only two of us still in 
the chamber who actually participated in that very eventful sitting. 

Nigel resigned from the Legislative Council in July 2007 and moved to the greener shores of Tasmania to become 
the Deputy Clerk of the Legislative Council in that Parliament. He subsequently returned to Western Australia and 
was appointed Clerk of the Legislative Council, and Clerk of the Parliament, from February 2014. Although many 
of his colleagues were still here—most of them had not left—unfortunately for Nigel, there had been a few changes. 
One of those was a very significant change with a new set of standing orders that had been introduced in 2012, so he 
had to get his head around those. In 2016, Nigel provided significant advice to President House on the power to 
recall the Legislative Council during an adjournment and to the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges 
regarding contempts committed by public servants who had knowingly misled the Legislative Council in answers 
they had drafted for ministers in response to parliamentary questions. As members would be aware, between 2019 
and 2021, Nigel was involved as a party in Supreme Court proceedings that resulted in one of the most significant 
and clearest judicial statements on the nature of parliamentary privilege. 
I have always regarded Nigel as a very experienced Clerk and a very good manager of his staff. He had integrity, 
he was meticulous, calm, always professional, played a straight bat in his dealings with MPs, was very knowledgeable 
on procedure and standing orders and he worked as part of a very good team in this place, backed up by his 
Deputy Clerk, Paul Grant. During my time as Presiding Officer, I know he was very focused on having a diverse 
team functioning in the Legislative Council. He was very particular about employing staff from a wide range of 
backgrounds. That gave us the benefit of that diversity of experience. He also moved staff around a lot, so they 
were upskilled in a variety of tasks and roles, not just in this chamber but certainly over in the committee office. 
He was very keen to ensure that succession plans were in place for the future. Part of that was making sure that 
people who worked here had an understanding of each of the roles that people played throughout this chamber. 
I think that is very important. I think that we are very fortunate. I acknowledge and congratulate Sam Hastings on 
his recent appointment as the Clerk of the Legislative Council. I do not know whether Sam will continue the very 
long tradition of ukulele playing at the staff Christmas party. I am sure the staff will miss that, but that is a little side 
to Nigel that I think people will not be aware of. 
The other thing that always impressed me about with him was that he had his staff’s back, not only when they were 
here, but he would go out of his way to look out for and help people who had left and were going through difficult 
times. I saw him angry on only a couple of occasions when his staff had not been treated appropriately by a couple 
of members and he sought to rectify that. That was the only time I saw him lose it, so to speak.  
It was also very evident that he was held in high regard and respected by members of Parliament and Clerks from 
across New Zealand and Australia. I always observed that whenever I went to a Presiding Officers conference or 
other meetings. We were very fortunate to have an individual of his mark. 
Managing the Legislative Council and the Parliament is not an easy task. Managing staff and members, and 
oversighting the management of the buildings and its precinct have their challenges. Of course, that was exacerbated 
during the very difficult early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic when he was trying to rejig how we sat in this 
place and how staff would operate and during the introduction of working from home, which was a significant change. 
I must say I think that he managed it quite well. 
One thing that I think he is probably disappointed about and that he put a lot of effort into, along with the Clerk of 
the Legislative Assembly and Rob Hunter, is providing assistance in drafting a parliamentary precincts bill, which 
unfortunately had not been introduced to the house by the time that had he left. Hopefully in the future, that will 
be brought in, but that would have been very significant legislation and would have afforded the Parliament 
oversight of its own precinct, particularly in terms of security issues. 
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Nigel left this place a lot earlier than he would have anticipated, partially due to health issues. I certainly wish him 
a good recovery. It has been a very difficult period over the last couple of years for him on a range of levels. 
Members, I had the very good fortune to work with him as a new member of the Legislative Council when I came 
in in 2001 on committees, as a deputy chair, as a member in opposition, and as President. I am very grateful to have 
had his sage advice, his very good humour, his support, his guidance and his friendship.  
I wish Nigel and Penny and the family well in their next chapter. I thank him for his service and his significant 
contribution to the Legislative Council over a period of more than 20 years.  
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